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MISSION STATEMENT
BPHN is committed to making a
difference in solving the housing
problem in New York City by
transforming lives and creating
holistic paths to employment so that
individuals and families can secure
safe, clean, affordable and permanent
housing.

VISION STATEMENT
BPHN envisions a world free of
homelessness and intends to provide
support and services that promote
economic stability for all persons
served. So that people all around the
globe can live in peace, love &
harmony in a better world.
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“Together We aspire,
together we achieve”
Trinidad and Tobago Coat of Arms

WHY DO WE CELEBRATE
BLACK HISTORY MONTH?
Black History Month is an
important reminder to all, what
people of color had to endure. In
the United States we celebrate
Black History for the entire month
of February. We recognize African
American men and women who
have made significant
contributions to America and the
rest of the world in many different
fields.
This is an important part of
American History because African
Americans had no rights. They
were condemned to slavery and

had no voice and no one to stand
up for them. After years of fighting
African Americans could finally
call themselves free. Presently in
202o, African Americans now have
equal rights. A goal many fought
and sacrificed for.
So Why do we celebrate black
history month? The answer is
simple, “Knowing the past, opens
doors for the future.” By
understanding what our ancestors
went through we can appreciate
life and help others to have a better
life. This is our time let’s make the
difference!

QUOTES
“SUCCESS IS TO BE MEASURED
NOT SO MUCH BY THE
POSITION THAT ONE HAS
REACHED IN LIFE AS BY THE
OBSTACLES WHICH HE HAS
OVERCOME WHILE TRYING TO
SUCCEED.” – BOOKER
T. WASHINGTON
“NEVER BE LIMITED BY OTHER
PEOPLE’S LIMITED
IMAGINATIONS.” – DR. MAE
JEMISON, FIRST AFRICAN
AMERICAN FEMALE
ASTRONAUT
“IF THERE IS NO STRUGGLE,
THERE IS NO PROGRESS.”
—FREDERICK DOUGLASS
“FOR TO BE FREE IS NOT
MERELY TO CAST OFF ONE’S
CHAINS, BUT TO LIVE IN A WAY
THAT RESPECTS AND
ENHANCES THE FREEDOM OF
OTHERS.” —NELSON
MANDELA

BOOK OF THE
MONTH
“Their Eyes Were
Watching God”
-Zora Neal Hurston

BPHN GATE HOTEL BINGO NIGHT

On Monday February 24,
2020, staff and clients
enjoyed a night of bingo
and black history. We were
able to test each other’s
knowledge on important
African American figures
and enjoy some classic
bingo. Both staff and
clients were able to really
have a good time.

BPHN GATE HOTEL PAINT NIGHT
On February 19, 2020, BPHN staff and clients enjoyed an evening
of painting. After watching “Hair Love” which won the 2020
Oscar for best animated film, staff and clients were able to
acknowledge that black hair is beautiful.
On February 19, 2020, BPHN staff
and clients enjoyed an evening of
painting. It was a memorable event
to both the staff and clients here at
BPHN Gate Hotel. We were able to
socialize, communicate and build
relationships. Many rave reviews
were given. Staff called it “relaxing
and a good way to blow off steam.”
Clients were very excited and said,
“nothing like this has ever been
done for them.” They were able to
really interact and take their minds
off their daily struggles.
Here at BPHN we are striving to
perfection to help our clients be the
best they can be both inside and
outside!
After Black History Month families
can take their paintings to their
new apartment.

BPHN GATE HOTEL PAINT
NIGHT GALLERY

PAN AFRICAN FLAG

“AFRICAN AMERICANS
AND THE VOTE”
Since 1976, every American president has
designated February as Black History
Month and endorsed a specific theme. This
year our theme is “African Americans and
the Vote.” This theme recognizes the
struggle for voting rights among black men
and women. It honors the anniversary of
the 19 th amendment and 15 th amendment.
The 19 th Amendment granted women the
right to vote and the 15 th amendment gave
black men the right to vote.

The Pan-African flag, (also called
the Marcus Garvey, UNIA, AfroAmerican or Black Liberation flag,)
was designed to represent people of
the African Diaspora, and, as one
scholar put it, to symbolize "black
freedom, simple."

Red- Red stands for blood — both the
blood shed by Africans who died in their
fight for liberation, and the shared blood of
the African people.

Black- Black represented, the people
Green- Green was a symbol of growth
and the natural fertility of Africa.

“Knowing the past opens doors to the future”

Message From Our Program
Director
Akeshia Joseph, M.S.

Dear Gate Staff and Families, I am extremely
excited to introduce everyone to our first
edition of the BPHN Gate Newsletter
(Balance-Purpose-Harmony -Never failing)
If we balance our lives, we can find our
purpose, while creating harmony and
hoping for a new beginning.
My vision for our newsletter is to have a neutral area where staff and families can share
information about the Gate with one another. Included in our newsletter will be monthly
themed information, client and staff acknowledgments with content….. and of course,
housing related information!
My vision for the Gate is that we will be a great site that focuses on overcoming the
barriers that our families are faced with; assisting to target these barriers to self-sufficiency.
While moving our families into permanency we want our families and staff to feel like they
have a balance, purpose and display the harmony at the Gate. As a team we will continue
to plan events, workshops and trainings for our staff and families on a consistent basis. In
February we had several different events to build healthy relationships amongst staff and
our families while celebrating black history month.

A little bit about me..... I like to think that I “leave a little sparkle everywhere I go”. I chose
to enter the Social Service field because I have a deep passion to help vulnerable
individuals while providing care to everyone I meet. This can be displayed on many
different levels. My passion for service overflows daily and I truly love what I do. Coming
to work every day knowing that I can make a difference in someone's life is refreshing. I
want everyone at the Gate to know that each day is a new beginning and you have the
power to create change in your life.
It important for us to remember… Everyone’s situation is different but having an
environment where the families trust staff, staff trust one another and creating the
foundation for a positive and well-balanced environment will assist everyone on their
journey.

MEET THE STAFF
Director of Social Services

Administrative Assistant

Laurie Sanon

Shivel Roseman

My name is Laurie. In my free time I
like to relax and meditate. Helping
people is important because when
you help people, that person can
help another person and so on
making the world a better place.

Hi. My name is Shivel. In my free
time I like to sing, read books and
write. I love helping people because I
believe everyone has greatness in
them, they just need a little help to
find it sometimes. With every person
you help, you create a better world.

Case Manager

Case Manager

Sigourney Nelson

Susan Holder

My name is Sigourney Nelson. In my free time I love to
catch up on sleep, Netflix shows and my Bible plans on
the Holy Bible app. Helping people is so important
because everyone deserves to be helped, no matter what
they look like, where they’re from, or what language they
speak, we all deserve to be helped whether it mentally,
emotionally, intellectually or resourcefully.

Hi, my name is Ms. Holder and I love to
go out, enjoy dinner, and go to the
movies. Helping people has always been
a passion of mine. It’s something I do on
a daily basis.

Entitlement Specialist

Entitlement Specialist

Surjein Arias

Kenya Blount

Hi, my name is Ms. Arias and I love the
color black. I love helping people
because I want the world to be a better
a better place where we can all reach
our goals and create a better
community.

Hi, my name is Mr. Blount. Most of my personal time
is spent with my kids. To me, helping people is
important because it gives me a feeling of fulfillment
that money or other worldly goods can never
provide. This type of fulfillment only comes through
kindness, love and giving without expecting anything
in return.

Housing Specialist

Housing Specialist

Ramona Santos

Janise Dixon

Hi, my name is Ms. Santos. My hobbies are
painting, outdoor activities and movies. The
reason why I help people is because, my dad
always set that example since I was a child,
which has allowed me to become who I am
always helping and respecting everyone. You
never know whose life you can change by
simply showing an act of kindness.

Hi, my name is Ms. Dixon. I enjoy
going to the gym and going to church.
I love helping people because it is my
passion. I love to see people have a
home and build their lives. I want
everyone to be successful

Operations Manager
German Montes

Hi, my name is Mr. Montes, I love to play
with my dog and do activities. I love
helping people because it gives me
purpose and when you do good it feels
good.

OPERATIONS TEAM

From Left to right: Shanequa Blagrove, Morina Motilall, German Montes,
Jacqueline Correa, Neville Arroyo, Antawn Cutchin (In Front), Denise Grant,
Renee Blackshear, Derrick Wiggins

HOUSING &
ENTITLEMENT
CORNER
➢ Create NYC ACCESS HRA
Account
➢ SOTA Program Update
One of the great things about the SOTA
program is that the landlord would receive a full
year’s payment upfront. That will no longer
occur. The landlord will receive their payments
monthly.

➢ Entitlement *
All clients are required to basic documents (NYS
Photo ID, birth certificate, social security card).
If you do not have these basic items, you should
be working with your case manager to obtain.
Don’t miss out on a housing opportunity
because you are missing one of these basic
items.

Bronx Parent Housing Network

Akeshia Joseph, M.S.

Gate 132-26 S. Conduit Avenue

Site Director

Jamaica NY, 11430

a.joseph@bphn.org

347-271-8257

www.bphn.org

BPHN Gate Hotel Black History
Month Visual Presentation

Operations Team
Black History Presentation
“Who would win if there was a
match between Muhammad Ali
and Mike Tyson?”

